Oct 10 03 10: 53a p. 1 

\Z Kaardal & Associates, PC 

f^k Attorneys At Law 



PATENTS 

3500 South First Avenue Circle - Suite 250 TRADEMARKS 
^ tf^^^^ Si0UX FaHs ' South Dakota 37105-5802 COPYRJGHTS 



Date: DO-hkffS /Q. 2fif)3 
Fax Number: ^70^) %12 '92>(Q 



° CTl 0 2003 



From: Ivor M. Kaardal JeffProehl MarkEkse 

Brendan Dix Robert KHuck >^ Stephanie Voigt 

. Cheryl Edblom Other: 



RE: Appln. No. C£k]9\oO/)5*I Filing Date: ^jzijnl Applicant : fpT /" 

Total Number of Pages (Including cover sheet): j^-j (Please call us as soon as possible if you do 
not receive all pages). 

Certificate of Transmission 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being Sjs { 
facsimile transmitted to the Patent and TrademaflT Signature 
Office to FAX No. (7Q3) *f?J - <??/J <r ^ { f F r 

on the Jn of frfAhtS . 2003. C^£>h l/dicA- 

Printed frame e\ 



PRJVLEDGE AND CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE 
The information contained in this fax message is privileged and confidential information intended 
only for the use of the individual or entity named below. If the reader of this fax message is not 
the intended recipient, or the employee agent responsible to deliver to the intended recipient, you 
are hereby on notice that you are in possession of the confidential and privileged information. 
Any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited You will 
immediately notify the sender by telephone of your inadvertent receipt Return the original fax 
message to sender at the address herein given via the United States Postal Service. 



Telephone: (605) 336-9446 patentfgikaardal.com 
Received from < > at 10/1 0/03 1 2:01 : 37 PM {Eastern Daylight Time] 



Fax: (605) 336-1931 



Oct 10 03 10:53a 



Appln. No. 09/960,058 

Amendment dated October 10, 2003 

Reply to Office Action mailed July 1 1, 2003 

Attorney's Docket No. 21-0329 
Client's Docket No. CIL1366 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Appln. No. 09/960,058 
First Named Applicant: TERRI J FORT 
Filed: 9/21/01 

For: METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR DARKENING 
BLACK CLOTHING 

TC/A.U-: 1751 

Examiner: Einsmann, Margaret V 
Attorney: Ivar M. Kaardal 
Deposit Account No. 11-0020 

Mail Stop Non-Fee Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

AMENDMENT 

Sir: 

Responsive to the Office Action mailed July 1 1, 2003, please amend 
the application as follows: 

Amendments to the Specification: Begin on page 2 of this paper. 
Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which 
begins on page 8 of this paper 
Amendments to the Drawings: NONE. 
Remarks/Arguments begin on page 11 of this paper. 
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* Appln. No. 09/960,058 
Amendment dated October 10, 2003 
Reply to Office Action mailed July 11, 2003 

Amendments to the Specification : 

Please replace the paragraph beginning on page 1, with the following 
rewritten paragraph (deleted text being struck through and added text being 
underlined): 

BE IT KNOWN THAT I, TERRI J. FORT, a citizen of UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA, have invented a new and useful METHOD AWD- 
APPARATUS FOR DARKENING BLACK CLOTHING of which the 
following is a specification: 

Please replace the paragraph beginning on page 2, line 1, with the 
following rewritten paragraph (deleted text being struck through and added 
text being underlined): 

METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR DARKENING BLACK CLOTHING 

Please replace the paragraph beginning on page 2, line 12, with the 
following rewritten paragraph (deleted text being struck through and added 
text being underlined): 

The present invention relates to methods of dying cloth and more 
particularly pertains to a new method and apparatus for darkening black 
clothing for darkening faded black clothing and for preventing the fading of 
black clothing. 
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Appln. No. 09/960,058 

Amendment dated October 10, 2003 

Reply to Office Action mailed July 1 1, 2003 

Please replace the paragraph beginning on page 3, line 4, with the 
following rewritten paragraph (deleted text being struck through and added 
text being underlined): 

While these devices fulfill their respective, particular objectives and 
requirements, the aforementioned patents do not disclose a new method axt4r 
apparatu-s- for darkening black clothing. The inventive device includes 
providing a quantity of black dye, a quantity of sodium chloride salt, and a 
quantity of water. The black dye, the salt and the water are mixed together 
to define a mixture. The mixture in a container for later use in darkening 
clothing. 

Please replace the paragraph beginning on page 3, line 13, with the 
following rewritten paragraph (deleted text being struck through and added 
text being underlined): 

In these respects, the method and apparatus for darkening black 
clothing according to the present invention substantially departs from the 
conventional concepts and designs of the prior art, and in so doing provides 
an apparatus primarily developed for the purpose of darkening faded black 
clothing and for preventing the fading of black clothing. 

Please replace the paragraph beginning on page 3, line 12, with the 
following rewritten paragraph (deleted text being struck through and added 
text being underlined): 

In view of the foregoing disadvantages inherent in the known types of 
methods of dying cloth now present in the prior art, the present invention 
provides a new method a nd apparatu s for darkening black clothing 
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Appln. No. 09/960,058 

Amendment dated October 10, 2003 

Reply to Office Action mailed July 1 1, 2003 

construction wherein the same can be utilized for darkening faded black 
clothing and for preventing the fading of black clothing. 

Please replace the paragraph beginning on page 3, line 29, with the 
following rewritten paragraph (deleted text being struck through and added 
text being underlined): 

The general purpose of the present invention, which will be described 
subsequently in greater detail, is to provide a new method and appara - t - u - S r for 
darkening black clothing apparatus and method which has many of the 
advantages of the methods of dying cloth mentioned heretofore and many 
novel features that result in a new method and- apparatus for darkening black 
clothing which is not anticipated, rendered obvious, suggested, or even 
implied by any of the prior art methods of dying cloth, either alone or in 
any combination thereof. 

Please replace the paragraph beginning on page 5, line 17, with the 
following rewritten paragraph (deleted text being struck through and added 
text being underlined): 

It is therefore an object of the present invention to provide a new 
method and apparatus - for darkening black clothing apparatus and method 
which has many of the advantages of the methods of dying cloth mentioned 
heretofore and many novel features that result in a new method a**dr 
apparatus for darkening black clothing which is not anticipated, rendered 
obvious, suggested, or even implied by any of the prior art methods of dying 
cloth, either alone or in any combination thereof. 
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Amendment dated October 10, 2003 

Reply to Office Action mailed July 11, 2003 

Please replace the paragraph beginning on page 5, line 26, with the 
following rewritten paragraph (deleted text being struck through and added 
text being underlined): 

It is another object of the present invention to provide a new method 
and apparatus for darkening black clothing which may be easily and 
efficiently manufactured and marketed. 

Please replace the paragraph beginning on page 5, line 30, with the 
following rewritten paragraph (deleted text being struck through and added 
text being underlined):. 

It is a further object of the present invention to provide a new method 
and apparatus for darkening black clothing which is of a durable and 
reliable construction. 

Please replace the paragraph beginning on page 6, line 2, with the 
following rewritten paragraph (deleted text being struck through and added 
text being underlined): 

An even further object of the present invention is to provide a new 
method and apparatu s for darkening black clothing which is susceptible of a 
low cost of manufacture with regard to both materials and labor, and which 
accordingly is then susceptible of low prices of sale to the consuming 
public, thereby making such method and apparatus for darkening black 
clothing economically available to the buying public. 
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Appln. No. 09/960,058 

Amendment dated October 10, 2003 

Reply to Office Action mailed July 11, 2003 

Please replace the paragraph beginning on page 6, line 10, with the 
following rewritten paragraph (deleted text being struck through and added 
text being underlined): 

Still yet another object of the present invention is to provide a new 
method and apparatus for darkening black clothing which provides in the 
apparatuses and methods of the prior art some of the advantages thereof, 
while simultaneously overcoming some of the disadvantages normally 
associated therewith. 

Please replace the paragraph beginning on page 6, line 16, with the 
following rewritten paragraph (deleted text being struck through and added 
text being underlined); 

Still another object of the present invention is to provide a new 
method and apparatus; for darkening black clothing for darkening faded 
black clothing and for preventing the fading of black clothing. 

Please replace the paragraph beginning on page 6, line 21, with the 
following rewritten paragraph (deleted text being struck through and added 
text being underlined): 

Yet another object of the present invention is to provide a new method 
and apparatu s- for darkening black clothing which includes a quantity of 
black dye, a quantity of sodium chloride salt, and a quantity of water. The 
black dye, the salt and the water are mixed together to define a mixture. 
The mixture in a container for later use in darkening clothing. 
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